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 Next Meeting • May 20, 9:30 a.m., via Zoom 
www.peninsulaquilters.org/  •  www.facebook.com/peninsulaquiltersguild/ 

President’s Message 
Hello to my fellow shelterers, quilters, mask-makers, home organizers, technology learners, and 

sunshine appreciators! Missing each other is part of our collective experience now, and I hope my blog 
helped to connect us all a little bit more. This month, our May meeting will be held on Zoom at our regular 
meeting time of 9:30 a.m. I will send you all a Zoom invitation and the meeting will be recorded for 
viewing later if you can’t make it live. I am always available to help you get connected on Zoom! It is 
extremely simple to get on as a participant. See the description of our wonderful Tool Time Gal speaker 
later in the Gazette. 

As we enter into another month of protecting others and ourselves from the ravages of the 
pandemic we are finding new ways to uplift ourselves, families and friends. Relying on our old comforts 
like quilting and making other beautiful things has become more than just a wonderful avocation. We 
have now become first responders in the personal protection equipment world. We have masks going to 
the San Mateo Office of Emergency Services for first responders of all kinds, immuno-compromised 
patients at Samaritan House, LifeMoves shelters, many other hospitals and organizations, as well as 
family and friends. Placemats are being made for Meals on Wheels, surgical caps and some gowns are 
being made. 

Uplifting ourselves by giving to others is a mainstay of our Guild, and I am very proud to be 
associated with such a caring group. It is also critical that we care for ourselves in ways that feel right for 
us and deeply nourish our spirits. Whatever you are doing to nourish yourself is a gift to all of us as we 
benefit from your happiness and well being. Thank you for taking good care of yourselves and bringing 
light into our wounded world. 

With love, Jena Walter, President 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Peninsula Quilters to host its first “Virtual Lecturer” 
On May 20 at 9:30 a.m. Lisa McKissick will entertain us with her talk called 

“Tool Time.” 
Have you ever stared at the notions wall and wondered what all those 

tools do and which is the right one to buy? Then Lisa is your Tool Time Girl! This 
entertaining and informative lecture features more than 30 of Lisa’s favorite tools 
and corresponding quilts. Of course, there will be rulers, and cutters and marking 
devices—but be ready for a number of exceptional little gems along the way! 

Lisa, a pattern author, retail buyer and quilter with more than 20 years of 
quilting experience, will captivate you with this clever, instructive presentation. 
She has interesting stories and tips and tricks to interject throughout the 
presentation and it’s always fun and entertaining. 

Lisa and her daughter, Christina, recently started the Cosmopolitan Quilt 
Company. The mother-and-daughter duo is delighted to be designing 
contemporary quilt patterns for discriminating quilters! They live in Sonoma 
County and come from a family of many quilters. Their website 
is http://cosmoquilts.com 
 



 

Peninsula Quilters Guild   2 

********************************************************************************************************************* 

 

2020-21 Workshop Registration 
Terry Casleton has been working to adjust our missed speaker and workshop events and she already 
has a schedule for next year. Dora Cary is rescheduled for her two-day workshop on Nov. 16 and 17. 
Next year we have workshops set with Connie Bowles in January, Material Girls in February, Julie 
Curry (rescheduled) in March, Kellie Wiley in April, and Anelie Belden (rescheduled) in May.  

Your payment for the classes that you signed up for this year will be transferred to the rescheduled 
classes, unless you want a refund at this time. If so, please email Terry (terry@pamstravel.net) with 
your request.  

Speakers for next year, until we can come together for our meetings, will be done virtually if the 
lecturer agrees. If you have questions about the workshops, please email Terry.  

Thanks for all your work, Terry!!! 

 

*********************************************************************************************************************** 

From the President’s Blog: 
Survey Updates 

Thank you all for responding to the Survey Monkey; 89 of you responded so far and helped us guide the 
direction of our new virtual gatherings. 

• 70% yes on having speaker meetings by Zoom 
• 58% yes on having show & tell and announcements also on Zoom in the general meeting 
• 63% yes on having Zoom gatherings on specific topics, i.e., mask making, sewing room 

organization, UFOs or whatever you like 
• 85% yes on President’s blog for more frequent updates 
• 63% no on trying to do workshops on Zoom 
• 61% no on general socializing on Zoom 
• We will be implementing all the “yesses”.   

  

• General Meeting (May 20, 9:30 a.m.): We are working on using your photos that you would submit 
to us and we would put them into a slide show/PowerPoint and you could talk about each one as 
we show it.  Everyone will get an invitation to the Zoom call and it will be recorded so that you can 
watch it at a different time if you are not available. 

• A word about Zoom-for those of you who are worried/frightened about this technology, I would like 
to remind you of something. You are all fabulous quilters!!! You have mastered (mostly) an 
incredibly challenging skill and you regularly learn new things, persist in the face of failure, 
conquer your fears to make beautiful things! I guarantee you joining a Zoom call is WAY easier 
than making a quilt, and you will be happily surprised at how easy and fun it is. Download the 
Zoom app and register and you will be ready to go. You can access it from any device: phone, 
IPad, other tablet or computer. I am happy to help anyone who would like to do a walkthrough 
ahead of the meeting! 

 
Guild Business Updates 

• I am happy to help any Bees set up Zoom meetings. Very easy and really fun! You can sew, eat, 
chat, be in your jammies or whatever and still meet with your Bee sisters safely at home! 

• An excellent way to support the Guild is to buy Opportunity Quilt raffle tickets, and to encourage 
your friends and family to buy them, too. The quilt is Dora Cary’s “Beads on a String” pattern, 
made with Laurel Burch fabrics and quilted by Michèle Parry. It’s spectacular. Check out the photo 
on our website, but know that the picture hardly does justice to this beautiful quilt.  The website 
also has all the information about how to buy tickets, either by PayPal or by printing out a form 
and sending a check to Jess Millikan. Whichever way you choose to support your Guild, Jess will 
fill out the tickets and enter them in the raffle for you.  We are still doing our drawing in July in a 
Zoom meeting and the extra income from the raffle can help make up for losses of income from 
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• An excellent way to support the Guild is to buy Opportunity Quilt raffle tickets, and to encourage 
your friends and family to buy them, too. The quilt is Dora Cary’s “Beads on a String” pattern, 
made with Laurel Burch fabrics and quilted by Michèle Parry. It’s spectacular. Check out the 
photo on our website, but know that the picture hardly does justice to this beautiful quilt.  The 
website also has all the information about how to buy tickets, either by PayPal or by printing out a 
form and sending a check to Jess Millikan. Whichever way you choose to support your Guild, 
Jess will fill out the tickets and enter them in the raffle for you.  We are still doing our drawing in 
July in a Zoom meeting and the extra income from the raffle can help make up for losses of 
income from the fair. Your odds of winning are better this year! 

  

Social Media Updates 

• A reminder that our FaceBook page is now named PQG What’s Under Your Needle. Check out 
some of our incredible mask-making adventures and add your own! Also some beautiful quilts are 
happening. 

• I was asked to do an interview with the Almanac which was published on Monday, April 20th.  I 
asked them to use Julie Curry for the photo shoot so it’s easy to find.  Just look for Julie’s 
beautiful smiling face behind her featherweight at the top of the article! 

 
Outreach Updates 

• I have heard from many of you that you are making masks for family and friends.  There are also 
an abundance of people who are asking our members to help them with particular projects and 
people who need our help. Our bicoastal Gale Green has made over 300 and is sending elastic to 
Julie Curry for any of us to use. Thank you all for your amazing efforts! 

• Samaritan House, a free medical Clinic in San Mateo, asked us for masks for patients with breast 
cancer currently going through chemotherapy treatment, and for about 20 high-risk patients. Julie 
Curry pulled 30 out of the EOS stash to help them out. 

• The team of “Masketeers”, led by captain Julie Curry is donating masks primarily to the Office of 
Emergency Services of San Mateo. They have been supplying masks to first responders.  Here is 
Julie’s most recent update: 
! Our dedicated group of mask-makers has now reached 1,130 masks donated to the County 

Office of Emergency Services!! What an accomplishment!! I have been asked to convey their 
tremendous gratitude for your ongoing support. OES has expanded their mask distribution to 
include low-income seniors.   

! PQ has been made aware of a mask need from LifeMoves. I reached out to them yesterday 
to get information. They would appreciate donations of child-size masks. They recommend 
starting with two pieces of fabric 5" x 8". So let's add that to what we continue to do for OES.   

! So you see, the need for our mask-making skills continues.  Please feel free to take breaks to 
do your own thing, too!!!  Speaking of which, the pile of scraps was getting just too much for 
me to deal with.  I stopped myself from dumping them into my homeless pillow cases, and 
decided to make a crazy quilt with them.  If you would like to make one, I would be happy to 
share the pattern.  Just let me know.  I will include you in the email I'm planning to send out to 
the Happy Scrap Bee for making this quilt. 

! Julie has elastic, wire for nose pieces and fabric if anyone needs some. 
 

Jena, President, Peninsula Quilters Guild, pqpresidentsblog@gmail.com 

*********************************************************************************************************** 
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************************************************************************************************************* 

Quilter of the Year 2020 
Peninsula Quilter Guild Ballot 

We are delighted to announce those great quilters who were nominated for Quilter of the Year. Thanks to 
all of your nominations, we are pleased to announce nine worthy candidates. We can each only vote for 
one of these wonderful women. Please vote by Survey Monkey: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CKTQS9X 
 
Thank you for voting. We will announce the winner at our next in-person meeting or perhaps at an earlier 
virtual meeting. 

The “purpose and criteria” of the award were stated to be a person who: 
• Whenever there is a need, steps up to help. 
• Whenever an extra pair of hands is required, is first in line. 
• Whenever the love of helping others through quilting, this person is first to bring her knowledge 

and caring spirit to the table. 
• Is a leader who leads, even when not asked or recognized, one who leads by example. 

 
*Past recipients: LaVern Newman, Rosemary Hamerton-Kelly, Margaret Ann Niven, Carol Stapleton, 
June Wallach, Barbara Hall, Judy Miyake and Gale Green. 
 
In alphabetical order the nominees are: 
• Elizabeth Allocco - Helps behind the scenes. 
• Lori Atwood - Is very friendly and quietly helps when needed. 
• Terry Caselton - Always available to help; wonderful to organize Road to California. 
• Margaret Conti - Has a helpful and positive attitude. Gently corrects you in quilting 
and laughs at everyones jokes. 
• Julie Curry - for her dedication and enthusiasm for PQ. For generously sharing her 
talents and taking the lead in major activities and for starting the charitable bee. 
• Ruth Gilroy - For her cheerfulness and willingness to help and take on some of the 
more difficult and time consuming positions. 
• Sara Guyol - For her outstanding and creative work and for her open sharing spirit 
and her willingness to teach others. 
• Grace Hardy - For her offers to help others without being asked. 
• Michele Parry - For her leadership and willingness to take on jobs or lend a helping 
hand, always with a positive attitude. 

************************************************************************************************************* 
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Jess Millikan: A face based on what I 
learned in Sara Guyol’s wonderful class. 
Now to quilt her...  Edited: on rereading, I 
realize I should clarify that “her” means the 
face, not Sara! 

 

What’s Under Your Needle? 
So, while the rest of the world has come to a standstill, what have our members been up to? Some 
attended the recent retreat, albeit not face-to-face. Others were busy tackling the million-mask challenge. 
Here’s a sampling of how people have been spending their time at home: 

 

Connie Bowles: Just finished the 
binding on this small quilt for 
Bundle of Joy or Loved Twice. 
This was quilted on my home 
machine, but I am certainly out of 
practice. I'll happily hold on to it 
until we can resume some of our 
normal practices of donating 
quilts. 
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************************************************************************************* 
Peninsula Quilters Board Meeting 

April 15, 2020 
Held remotely via Zoom 
 
Attendees: Jena Walter, Angi Merlone, Leslie Lohmeier, Linda McAllister, Arleen Powell, Michele Parry, 
Judy Miyake, Ruth Gilroy, Kathy McGuffin, Gale Green, Connie Bowles, Sue Garcia, Wanda Dragon, 
Sara Medina, Terry Caselton, Joyce Wheeler 
 
Meeting called to order at 12:07 by Jena Walter. Minutes from the previous board meeting in Gazette 
had Ruth's name misspelled as "Gilmore". Minutes otherwise approved as published. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Activities: No Report 
Fundraising (Gale Green): Nothing new to report 
Membership (Ruth Gilmore): No changes in membership so far 
Newsletter (Jena for Carol Blitzer): Please send any pictures of current quilts to Carol. We'd like some 
updated information on masks: who's making them, who's getting them, along with pictures. 
Programs: will be discussed under new business 
Outreach: (Jena for Julie): Julie is working with San Mateo Office of Emergency Services to solicit and 
turn over more than 700 masks. Gail has been providing elastic. Contact Julie to arrange to get supplies, 
or to arrange drop-off of finished masks. 
Website: No changes 
 
Old Business: 
Challenge quilts: Jess would like to postpone the challenge due date until the 1st or 2nd physical 
meting; approved 
Opportunity Quilt: We are committed to draw the quilt winner at our July meeting (which may be a 
Zoom meeting). With the County Fair canceled and no good opportunities to show this year's quilt at 
other guilds or other venues we need to look into selling tickets on-line. We need to notify members as 
well as other guilds if this happens. Kathy will look into using PayPal to sell tickets: if so, we need to set a 
minimum purchase price, $10 was suggested. We will also need to coordinate with our Facebook page: 
Kathy and Sara will follow up. 
Quilter of the Year: Angi requested a blast to remind people to send her their votes. Quilter of the Year 
will be awarded at the 1st physical meeting 
 
New Business: 
Workshops and Speakers (Terry Caselton): Speakers for May and June cancelled. Terry is working on 
scheduling for 2020-21. 
Michele suggested Zoom workshops. PQ has a license for up to 500 people so a presentation followed 
by a Q&A is possible. It could be done in real time and made available to members only via our website. 
Terry suggested that we put something out to members about this to dissuade people from asking for 
workshop refunds. 
Studio Tour Progress (Connie Bowles): Connie recommended postponing the tour to a time when 
people will be more comfortable opening up their homes. The board agreed to postpone the tour until 
next year. 
New Facebook page: PQG What's Under Your Needle 
 
Keeping Members Connected and Involved: 
To keep members engaged and connected we need to be more proactive about using tele-meeting tools 
such as Zoom. This includes speakers, workshops, show-and-tell, social gatherings and possibly bees: 
Jena will talk to June about getting bees Zoomed up. 
The May meeting would be a good time to do a dry-run: Jena and Terry will investigate. 
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More frequent blasts, bulletins, possibly a blog were discussed as ways of keeping members in touch 
and motivated. Using Google docs to keep membership posted on such things as how many masks or 
other items we donated was suggested 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:25 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Linda McAllister, secretary 
 
************************************************************************************************************* 
    

Upcoming Exhibits/Events 
 

 
 

 

 

Through July 19, Rosie Lee Tompkins: A 
Retrospective at the UC Berkeley Art 
Museum and Pacific Film Archive. Co-
organized by Larry Rinder and Elaine Yau, it 
sheds new light on the Bay Area-based 
quilter whose work is no longer considered 
solely within the context of quilting but 
celebrated among the great American artistic 
achievements of our time. It is also the first in 
a series of exhibitions drawn from the recent 
gift of nearly 3,000 quilts by African American 
artists from the Estate of Eli Leon to the 
museum.  
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Always Quilting, (650) 458-8580, 4230 Olympic Ave., San Mateo CA 94403 
www.alwaysquiltingonline.com, info@alwaysquiltingonline.com 
Bay Quilts, (510) 558-0218, 5327 Jacuzzi St. 3-C, Richmond CA 94804    
www.sfBayQuilts.com, daveysally49@gmail.com 
Bolt Fabric + Home (707) 894-2658, 219 N. Cloverdale Blvd., Cloverdale, CA  95425 
www.boltcloverdale.com, info@boldcloverdale.com 
Broadway Quilts, (707) 938-7312, 20525 Broadway, Sonoma CA 95476 
www.BroadwayQuilts.com, Gery@broadwayquilts.com 
Cottage Yarns, (650) 873-7371, 607 W. Orange Ave., So. San Francisco CA 94080 
www.cottageyarns.com, cottageyarns@sbcglobal.net 

Creative Ps & Qs, (650) 572-2808, www.creativepsandqs.com, pernille@pernillequilts.com   

Empty Spools Seminars, 5306 Springridge Ct., Fairfield CA 94534-4005 
www.emptyspoolsseminars.com, info@emptyspoolsseminars.com 
Pam's Path to Travel: Quilt 'n Cruise, (650) 773-5756, 2510 Dolores St., San Mateo CA 
94403, www.pamstravel.net, terry@pamstravel.net 

Ralph's Vacuum & Sewing Center, (650) 368-2841, 837 Main Street, Redwood City, CA 
94063 www.ralphsvacnsew.com, info@ralphsvacnsew.com  
Serge • A • Lot, (415) 715-8405, 1949 Ocean Ave., San Francisco CA 94127 
Sergelot@gmail.com  

Newsletter Information: Peninsula Quilters Gazette is published monthly. Cutoff date for submissions is the 25th of the month. 
Please email submissions to the Editor, with “Newsletter” in the subject line at: pq_news@yahoo.com. We need your input! 

Peninsula Quilters: http://www.peninsulaquilters.org   WebAdmin: webadmin@peninsulaquilters.org 
Peninsula Quilters Guild is a 501(c)(3) organization. All donations are tax deductible as permitted by law. Federal ID 94-2747778. 

Names, addresses, phone numbers, email addresses included in Peninsula Quilters Guild membership directory and newsletters are intended to 
conduct business of the Guild only. Use of this information for commercial purposes, other solicitation, or purpose is expressly prohibited.  
Reprint Permission: Any quilt guild with whom we exchange newsletters may reprint articles from the PQ Gazette by adding the following credit 
line: “This article is reprinted from the (month, year) issue of the Peninsula Quilters Gazette of the Peninsula Quilters Guild, San Mateo, CA.” 

 
 

 
PO Box 2423 

Redwood City CA 94064 
www.peninsulaquilters.org 

  
 

FIRST 
CLASS 
MAIL 

 
Bring to Next Meeting: 

Your Name Tag 
LifeMoves/NeonatalQuilts 

Show & Tell 

  

 

 
Affiliates 
Please support our 

affiliates by 
shopping and taking 

classes at their 
stores. 

 
Remember to take 

your Guild 
membership card, 

as discount policies 
vary by affiliate. 

 

 


